Section II

Attachment 3

Orange County Health Department

Public Health Reserve Corps Policy and Procedure Manual
Volunteer Job Description

PHARMACIST

Credentials

Types of Credentials for a Pharmacist

· Degree – Undergraduate degree from a school of pharmacy approved by the NC Board of Pharmacy

· License – means a license to practice pharmacy including renewal license issued by the Board

· Voluntarily earned to document specialized or advanced knowledge and skills (e.g., postgraduate degrees, certificates, certification, etc.)

Required for PHRC

· Registered Pharmacist (R.Ph.) licensed with the NC Board of Pharmacy 

Not Required for PHRC

· Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.) – indicates an earned academic degree

· Various certifications, i.e. Board-Certified Nutrition Support Pharmacist

Licensure

· Renewals annually on December 31

· License expires if not renewed within 60 days of expiration date

*According to § 90-85.17 each license to practice pharmacy shall expire on December 31 and shall be renewed annually by filing with the Board on or after December 1.  It shall be unlawful to practice pharmacy more than 60 days after the expiration date without renewing the license.
Volunteer Practice Areas

Volunteer pharmacists can perform duties in accordance with the NC Pharmacy Practice Act in the settings listed in Table 1.  See relative quotes from the NC Practice Act on page 2 of this job description.  

Emergencies and Disasters

Please note that according to NC General Statute § 90-85.25, “in the event the Governor of NC declares a disaster or state of emergency or if a county has enacted an ordinance to deal with states of emergency, or to protect the public health, safety, or welfare of citizens, the NC Board of Pharmacy may waive the requirements of this act” (Article 4A – NC Pharmacy Practice Act).

	Practice Areas
	Possible Roles

	Medication Dispensing Sites

	1. Pharmacy Leader

2. Dispenser

3. Pharmacy Technician

4. Educator

5. Health Screener

6. Any non-medical role



	Emergency Shelters
	1. Pharmacist – assist persons in obtaining required prescription and/or over-the-counter medications while they are displaced from their home in public shelters

2. Any non-medical role



	Communicable Disease Outbreaks
	1. Call center staffing

2. Client interviews for contact tracing and case finding

3. Assist with medical treatment if indicated (i.e. Hepatitis)

4. Assist with active surveillance

5. Assist with public education

6. Assist with data entry



	PHRC Task Forces 
	Assist with any PHRC task force or committee if interested


Additional Information

NC General Statutes: Chapter 90, Article 4A

§ 90‑85.3 describes relevant definitions particular to the role of pharmacists in NC

(f) "Dispense" means preparing and packaging a prescription drug or device in a container and labeling the container with information required by State and federal law.  Filling or refilling drug containers with prescription drugs for subsequent use by a patient is "dispensing".   Providing quantities of unit dose prescription drugs for subsequent administration is dispensing".

(r) "Practice of pharmacy" means the responsibility for: interpreting and evaluating drug orders, including prescription orders; compounding, dispensing and labeling prescription drugs and devices; properly and safely storing drugs and devices; maintaining proper records; and controlling pharmacy goods and services. A pharmacist may advise and educate patients and health care providers concerning therapeutic values, content, uses and significant problems of drugs and devices; assess, record and report adverse drug and device reactions; take and record patient histories relating to drug and device therapy; monitor, record and report drug therapy and device usage; perform drug utilization reviews; and participate in drug and drug source selection and device and device source selection as provided in G.S. 90-85.27 through G.S. 90-85.31. A pharmacist who has received special training may be authorized and permitted to administer drugs pursuant to a specific prescription order in accordance with rules adopted by each of the Boards of Pharmacy, the Board of Nursing, and the North Carolina Medical Board. The rules shall be designed to ensure the safety and health of the patients for whom such drugs are administered. An approved clinical pharmacist practitioner may collaborate with physicians in determining the appropriate health care for a patient, subject to the provisions of G.S. 90-18.4.”








































� NC General Statute, Article 4A, Chapter 90-85.15(b)


� NC General Statute, Article 4A, Chapter 90-85.3(l)


� NC General Statute, Article 4A, Chapter 90-85.17


� See Orange County Health Dept. Mass Prophylaxis/Immunization Plan for complete role description





