Section II

Attachment 10


Orange County Health Department

Public Health Reserve Corps Policy and Procedure Manual
Volunteer Job Description

DENTAL HYGIENIST
Credentials

Required for Orange County Public Health Reserve Corps (PHRC)
· Completion of an accredited college or university dental hygiene program; or

· Completion of an approved two-year dental hygiene program and two years experience in dental hygiene, dental health education or equivalent

· Active licensure to practice as a dental hygienist in North Carolina

· Current CPR certification

Renewal of Certificates and Licenses 

· The NC Dental Examiner’s Board issues annual renewal certificates to licensed dental hygienists.  Dental Hygienists are required to submit renewal application to the Board by January 31st.  Licenses not renewed by March 31st become void and must be reinstated by the NC Dental Examiner’s Board

· Annual or bi-annual renewal of CPR certification

Volunteer Practice Areas

The volunteer Dental Hygienist will be asked to perform duties consistent with their training and experience under the direct supervision of a Dentist.  Volunteers can contribute to the Orange County Health Department’s clinical and community dental health programs.  Volunteers can also contribute to the Health Department’s public health emergency preparedness and response efforts.

Dental Health Service Division

	Practice Areas
	Possible Roles

	Dental Clinic
	1. Application of preventive services including fluoride, sealants and prophylaxis

2. Exposing and processing radiographs

3. Providing patient education

	Community Education
	1. Provide dental health education to adults and children within childcare facilities and schools and during community events


Public Health Emergency Response Efforts

	Practice Areas
	Possible Roles

	Medication Dispensing Sites

	1. Medication Screener

2. Simple Medication Dispenser

3. First Aid Station Attendant

4. Health Information Technician

5. Form Checker

6. Station Guide

7. Runner

8. Any other non-medical role

	Emergency Shelters
	1. Assist with client education

2. Take client medical histories

3. Any non-medical role

	Communicable Disease Outbreaks
	1. Assist with client and community education

2. Aid surveillance efforts

3. Staff telephone banks

	PHRC Program Development 
	1.   Assist with any PHRC task force or committee if interested




Additional Information

NC General Statutes: Chapter 90, Article 16, Dental Hygiene Act

§ 90-221. Definitions. 

(a)"Dental hygiene" as used in this Article shall mean the performance of the following functions: Complete oral prophylaxis, application of preventive agents to oral structures, exposure and processing of radiographs, administration of medicaments prescribed by a licensed dentist, preparation of diagnostic aids, and written records of oral conditions for interpretation by the dentist, together with such other and further functions as may be permitted by rules and regulations of the Board not inconsistent herewith.

(b) "Dental hygienist" as used in this Article, shall mean any person who is a graduate of a Board-accredited school of dental hygiene, who has been licensed by the Board, and who practices dental hygiene as prescribed by the Board.

(c) "License" shall mean a certificate issued to any applicant upon completion of requirements for admission to practice dental hygiene.

(d) "Renewal certificate" shall mean the annual certificate of renewal of license to continue practice of dental hygiene in the State of North Carolina.

(e) "Board" shall mean "The North Carolina State Board of Dental Examiners" created by Chapter 139, Public Laws of 1879, and Chapter 178, Public Laws of 1915 as continued in existence by G.S. 90-22.
(f) "Supervision" as used in this Article shall mean that acts are deemed to be under the supervision of a licensed dentist when performed in a locale where a licensed dentist is physically present during the performance of such acts and such acts are being performed pursuant to the dentist's order, control and approval. (1945, c. 639, s. 1; 1971, c. 756, s. 1; 1981, c. 824, s. 1.)








































� Licensure shall be issued by the North Carolina Board of Dental Examiners before beginning the practice of dental hygiene as stated in Article 21 NCAC 16C .0101 of the Dental Rules of the North Carolina Board of Dental Examiners.





� Certificates of renewal shall be issued by the North Carolina Board of Dental Examiners as stated in Article 21 NCAC 16I .0101 of the Dental Rules of the North Carolina Board of Dental Examiners.


Dental Hygienists with inactive licensure can only provide dental health education services in community settings and can fill non-medical roles during public health emergency response for the Orange County Health Department.


� See Orange County Health Dept. Mass Prophylaxis/Immunization Plan for complete role description
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