Section II

Attachment 7


Orange County Health Department

Public Health Reserve Corps Policy and Procedure Manual
Volunteer Job Description

DENTAL ASSISTANT II
Credentials

Required for Orange County Public Health Reserve Corps (PHRC)
· Classification as a Dental Assistant II as categorized by Article 21 NCAC 16H .0104 of the NC Dental Examiner’s Board (see Additional Information for classification criteria)
· Current CPR certification
Renewal of Certificates and Licenses
· Annual or bi-annual renewal of CPR certification

Volunteer Practice Areas

The volunteer Dental Assistant II will be asked to perform duties consistent with their training and experience under the direct supervision of a dentist.  Volunteers can contribute to the Orange County Health Department’s clinical and community dental health programs.  Volunteers can also contribute to the Health Department’s public health emergency preparedness and response efforts.

Dental Health Service Division

	Practice Areas
	Possible Duties

	Dental Clinic
	1. Chairside Assistance for General Practice Resident, Attending Dentist, and Dental Students providing comprehensive and emergency dental care to adult and child residents of Orange County

2. Taking medical histories

3. Apply sealants

4. Processing and exposing radiographs

5. Non-chairside responsibilities, such as sterilizing instruments and providing back up for dental office assistants

	Community Education
	1. Provide dental health education to adults and children within childcare facilities and schools and during community events. 


Public Health Preparedness

	Practice Areas
	Possible Roles

	Medication Dispensing Sites

	1. Medication Screener 

2. Simple Medication Dispenser

3. Triage

4. First Aid Station Attendant

5. Health Information Technician

6. Form Checker

7. Station Guide

8. Runner

9. Any other non-medical role

	Emergency Shelters
	1. Assist with client education 

2. Take medical histories

3. Any non-medical role

	Communicable Disease Outbreaks
	1. Assist with client and community education

2. Aid surveillance efforts

3. Staff telephone banks

	PHRC Program Development 
	1.  Assist with any PHRC task force or committee 




Additional Information

Dental Rules of the North Carolina State Board of Dental Examiners:
· Article 21 NCAC 16H .0103, Dental Assistant II

A Dental Assistant II is an expanded duty assistant who has completed training in accordance with Rule .0104 of this Section. Under direct control and supervision, a Dental Assistant II may be delegated intra-oral procedures in accordance with 21 NCAC 16H .0203 the supervising dentist deems appropriate, with the dentist personally and professionally responsible for any and all consequences or results arising from the performance of said acts. All delegated procedures must be reversible in nature.

· Article 21 NCAC 16H .0104, Approved Education and Training Programs

To be classified as a Dental Assistant II, an assistant must meet one of the following criteria:

1) Successful completion of:

a) An ADA-accredited dental assisting program and current certification in CPR; or

b) One academic year or longer in an ADA-accredited dental hygiene program, and current certification in CPR; or

2) Successful completion of:

a) Full-time employment and experience as a chair side assistant for two years (3,000 hours) of the preceding five, during which period the assistant may be trained in any dental delivery setting and allowed to perform the functions of a Dental Assistant II under the direct control and supervision of a licensed dentist;

b) A 3-hour course in sterilization and infection control;

c) A 3-hour course in dental office emergencies;

d) Radiology training consistent with G.S. 90-29(c)(12); and

e) Current certification in CPR; or

3) Successful completion of the certification examination administered by the Dental Assisting National Board, and current certification in CPR.

The unabridged version of the 2004 Dental Rules of the North Carolina State Board of Dental Examiners can be found on the Board of Dental Examiners’ website at www.ncdentalboard.org.







































� See Orange County Health Dept. Mass Prophylaxis/Immunization Plan for complete role description
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