[image: image1.jpg]


Medical Reserve Corps

ISLAND COUNTY
Welcome to the Medical Reserve Corps of Island County

Your application to participate as a member of the Medical Reserve Corps of Island County has been approved. You will be assigned to a team closest to your home location to train with, and a job description that closely matches your discipline as described on your membership application.

You must attend an orientation meeting to begin your membership. Orientation meetings will be held every month throughout the county with locations posted on the county website. Your team meetings will be held in alternating months beginning in September 2007, National Disaster Preparedness Month, with all teams meeting once a quarter to review and train together. There will be additional training in the “between” months for those wishing to further their skills in disaster preparedness. 

The National Medical Reserve Corps program has established Core Competencies for all Medical Reserve Corps members. Our unit has adopted these requirements and may add to required courses in the future. A list and the web sites where these online classes may be taken will accompany this letter.

We ask that all members complete training as described. This will insure that members know their roles during an event, providing safe and quick responses to emerging situations. As your training is completed, the certifications that you have acquired must be submitted for recording to the Unit Coordinator, who will post the information to your records. 

In the event that activation is necessary for either emergent or non-emergent situations, you are directed as follows.  ALL VOLUNTEERING PERSONNEL MUST contact their team leader and he/she will process your activation through the unit coordinator BEFORE deployment is approved.  More information regarding any activation will be covered in your orientation training. 
You will receive a monthly newsletter update on trainings, public events or opportunities that you may wish to participate in that are not required, unless it is part of the core competency training requirements. I encourage all personnel to submit articles to publish in our newsletter to share with others in the MRC. This is a good place to have your articles published, many are submitted to the National Newsletter for further publication.

As a volunteer, you are not required to appear or participate in any function. However, if you are unable to be consistent with the meetings or training, you will be placed on an inactive status. We must be able to depend on our volunteers and will give our greatest attention to those who are dedicated to the program.

Our communities have become safer and healthier due in part to you as a volunteer in the Medical Reserve Corps.  I thank you in advance for those who will need your care and skills.

Sincerely,

Terry Clark
Coordinator
Medical Reserve Corps
Island County

06/23/07
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