Woodford County 
Medical Reserve Corps/Community Emergency Response Team
MRC/CERT Criminal Record Check Policy
Valid Operator’s License
The Mission of the MRC/CERT Team is to strengthen community preparedness and response to emergency situations through the formation of trained volunteers to assist the people of Woodford County.  Volunteers have medical and non-medical backgrounds. The community should recognize volunteer MRC/CERT Team members to be responsible, trustworthy and a resource in time of disaster. 
This policy addresses the KY Department for Public Health recommendation for criminal record checks on team members as well as addressing the requirement of a valid operator’s license. Record checks protect the citizens in the community as well as team integrity. It is the policy of the Woodford County MRC/CERT Team that criminal record checks shall be done. 

Purpose
This policy defines guidelines that prevent membership in the Woodford County MRC/CERT Team. Record check information is confidential. The services of a potential volunteer shall be evaluated on a case-by-case basis for violations that may show on a criminal record check. The services of a potential volunteer shall not be accepted if the criminal record check shows:

1. Registration as a sex offender
2. Conviction of a  felony
3. Conviction of a misdemeanor in the past 5 years
4. Conviction of a criminal violation in the past 2 years

5. Conviction of DUI  in the past 5 years

6. Current EPO or DVO in place 

Case-by-Case Review
Evaluation will determine if past conduct is compatible with working as a MRC/CERT volunteer.  Consultation may include MRC/CERT Program Coordinator, Woodford County Health Department Director, Emergency Management Director and the Woodford County Attorney. The volunteer shall be given the opportunity to provide evidence of mitigating circumstances prior to a decision being made concerning qualifications to serve.
Appeal
Any volunteer whose services are rejected as a result of information received from the criminal record check may appeal such decision if the volunteer believes the decision was based on inaccurate information.
Valid Operator’s License

Individuals operating a vehicle as a MRC/CERT Team volunteer shall be required to show proof of valid operator’s license prior to deployment. The license of the volunteer shall be checked at the Emergency Operation Center (E.O.C.) prior to assignment. MRC/CERT volunteers are not operating as a team member until officially registered with Emergency Management at the E.O.C.

