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November 1, 2007
Contact:  Linda Stratton
San Bernardino County Medical Society
(951) 787-7700 x104

For Immediate Release
FIRE CRISIS - OCTOBER 2007:  SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY MEDICAL RESERVE CORPS RENDERS CARE TO OVER 1,000 AT EVACUEE SHELTER

The San Bernardino County Medical Reserve Corps (MRC), a medical volunteer unit created by the San Bernardino County Medical Society and housed within the County Sheriff’s Volunteer Forces Unit was activated on October 22 by the Sheriff.  The call-out was implemented by the Medical Society staff.  Within two hours, 14 MRC volunteers were on the scene at the National Orange Show rendering care to hundreds of evacuees from the Grass Valley and Slide fires. Fifty MRC volunteers assisted throughout the week, many working multiple shifts to provide round the clock coverage through October 28. This was the first disaster activation for the MRC.  Volunteers evaluated and treated over 1,000 evacuees. This effort played an important role in reducing the number of evacuees requiring evaluation and treatment in local emergency rooms, assisting evacuees through the alleviation of anxiety, pain and discomfort, and in some cases, preserving life itself. 

The MRC arrived at the Red Cross evacuee shelter at the National Orange Show with a van and trailer stocked with medical supplies and equipment necessary to provide medical care.  MRC volunteers were quickly briefed on the operation and designated an area inside the shelter where they set up a “field” clinic and began attending to the medical needs of the evacuees in the shelter.
Evacuees had a range of medical problems; many with existing medical conditions left their homes without their medications, and were unable to locate either personal physician or pharmacy. Some had minor injuries sustained during evacuation, or had respiratory ailments related to the massive amount of smoke in the air.  There were several pregnant evacuees, one in active labor, and several who needed evaluation. The needs varied from simple first aid to critical illness requiring ambulance transport to local hospitals. 

MRC volunteers worked side by side with the Red Cross and were assisted by the support of volunteers from Arrowhead Regional Medical Center, which sent a mobile respiratory care support unit staffed with respiratory therapists (“BreathMobile”). Within 24 hours donated medical supplies began arriving from numerous contributors, including ARMC, Kaiser Fontana, and Beaver Medical Clinic. A storage room was handy next to the “field clinic,” and volunteers organized the distribution of the various items required to serve the evacuees, which included prescription and over-the-counter medications, wheelchairs, and bandages.  Volunteers used donated mini-fridges to temporarily store medications and vaccines. 

The Medical Reserve Corps is a specialized component of Citizen Corps, a national network of volunteers dedicated to ensuring hometown security.  The national MRC Program Office is headquartered in the Office of the Surgeon General.  The Corps was founded after President Bush’s 2002 State of the Union Address, in which he asked all Americans to volunteer in support of their country. Not long afterward, leaders from the San Bernardino County Medical Society began to explore the possibility of a local MRC. A committee was formed and initial efforts led to the successful application for a grant from the Department of Health & Human Services. In the months to follow, local emergency response agency leaders, Medical Society members, and other community leaders worked to develop a mission statement, bylaws, and policies. The MRC unit was formed and approved by the national office, a website was developed, volunteer training was begun, and grant monies were used to purchase an MRC cargo trailer which was stocked with medical supplies and equipment. 

In mid 2006, in an effort to assure liability coverage, disaster access, training, and proper authorization, the MRC approached the San Bernardino County Sheriff with a collaboration proposal. Sheriff Gary Penrod invited the local MRC to join the Sheriff’s Department as a new volunteer unit. Following the swearing in of existing MRC volunteers by the Sheriff, Corporal Bryan Lane of the Sheriff’s Emergency Operations Division began to serve the MRC in an advisory and supportive capacity, coordinating MRC activities within the Sheriff’s Department.  Since then the MRC volunteers have had injury and medical liability coverage in disaster and non-disaster activities (trainings, practice deployments), an identification card recognized by disaster personnel, organized equipment storage, maintenance, and licensure, assistance in deployment, and an active ongoing liaison with the key public agency involved in local disaster operations. In addition the Sheriff donated a 15 passenger van used to transport the MRC trailer and equipment.   

San Bernardino Medical Reserve Corps volunteers donate their time and expertise to prepare for and respond to emergencies by training to supplement existing emergency response and public health resources.  MRC volunteers include medical and public health professionals such as physicians, nurses, pharmacists, dentists, veterinarians, and epidemiologists. Many community members—interpreters, chaplains, office workers, legal advisors, and others—fill key support positions.  

“This experience was phenomenal to me as a volunteer, and it easily justified the time I spent preparing as a volunteer. My experiences working with the other volunteers and the many emergency response workers who serve our community have been extremely rewarding” said MRC Executive Committee member Dr. Frank Randolph.  

The San Bernardino County Sheriff Medical Reserve Corps hopes others will see this opportunity for caring as a reason to join the MRC and help us to do the same in any future emergencies. The sense of purpose and satisfaction of serving your fellow community members in need is unforgettable.  Those wishing to volunteer can contact the MRC offices at 951-787-7700 or go to the MRC website at http://www.sbcms.org/mrc/.
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