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Clark County Combined Health District to Hold Simultaneous Flu Clinics in Three Locations

November 1, 2007 – Springfield, Ohio:  The possibility that a flu pandemic might occur sometime within the next several years is a very real one. Such an event would almost certainly impact our local community in a wide range of ways.  Businesses and schools could close. Services important to all of us could be interrupted.  Most importantly, many people in our community could become seriously ill.
Emergency preparedness efforts are ongoing and continue today.  The Clark County Combined Health District is constantly working to strengthen the local public health system so that it will be equipped to respond in the best way possible to a pandemic or other community health crisis. Their local plan includes regular exercises to test the effectiveness of our public health system, and in particular, their ability to provide mass prophylaxis (vaccinating large numbers of people at multiple clinics at the same time).  

The CCCHD has practiced their emergency response plan during previous years by holding mass flu clinics, each time with positive results. Every exercise has yielded important information that has enabled them to improve their plan.  This flu season, with the help of community volunteers from the Medical Reserve Corps, the Health District will again exercise their ability to respond to public health crises by holding three simultaneous flu clinics.
On Wednesday, November 7th, from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm, local residents will have the opportunity to protect themselves against this year’s flu by receiving a flu shot at one of three locations:  Northwestern High School, the Clark County Combined Health District’s main office, and the Clark County Fairgrounds.   The cost of the shot is just $15.00, with traditional Medicare Part B & Medicaid accepted. (However, because the Clark County Combined Health District is most concerned about protecting the community, no one will be turned away for inability to pay).
The three clinics are scheduled to be held after regular business and school hours so they are particularly convenient for working families with children.  The clinics will staffed by Health District employees and  twenty volunteers from the Medical Reserve Corps so lines at the clinics are expected to be very short and wait times brief. Everyone who wants to avoid becoming ill with the flu this season is encouraged to attend a clinic and receive a flu shot.
